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NEW SINGING 
STAR 

Winsome, statu- 
esque Lula Reed found 
a short-cut to success. 
Early last year, she 
won an audition over 
50 other contestants 
at the Toledo Audi- 
torium to become vo- 
calist with Sonn 
(Long Gone) Thomp= 
son’s band. Wi ¥. 
few months, M 
Reed, only 22, had! 
come a sensation, 
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NATIONAL REPORT 


Senate Kills Curb On Filibuster, 70-21 

The Senate voted 70 to 21 to kill a proposed rules 
change which would curb filibusters by Southern 
Senators against civil rights bills. The test vote 





came after two days of debate on a motion by a bi- 
partisan block of liberal Senators who proposed to 
cut off debate by a simple majority instead of a two- 


thirds vote. 

Republican majority leader Robert A. Taft made 
the motion to kill the filibuster curb and was sup- 
ported by all but five GOP Senators. Taft prior to 
the vote indicated that he would favor a curb on 
the filibuster at some future, unspecified date after 
President-elect Dwight D. Eisenhower indicates the 
kind of civil rights program he favors. A total of 
41 Republicans and 29 Democrats voted against the 
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change in rules while 
15 Democrats, five Re- 
publicans and one in- 
dependent backed the 
filibuster curb. 

The proposal to curb 
the filibuster by a 
rules change was made 
by Democratic Sen. 
Clinton P. Anderson 
of New Mexico. The 
last speaker in its fa- 
vor was Democratic 
Sen. Matthew M. Nee- 
ley of West Virginia, 
who predicted that 
“no power on earth” 
other than President- 
elect Eisenhower could 
Save the Anderson St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
proposal. Neeley ap- Government By Windbag. 
pealed to Ike to intercede with Taft for the filibuster 
curb, asserted that the new Republican President-elect 
had appealed for liberalized Senate rules during his cam- 
paign everywhere he had gone “except in Texas, Florida 
and South Carolina.” 

After the vote, NAACP secretary Walter White noted: 
“The effort to establish majority rule will continue until | 
the fight is won.” 

Following the vote, the NAACP in a letter to all Sena- 
tors urging civil rights action in this session of Congress 
told Republicans that failure to pass legislation cannot 

















be blamed on Southern Senators. Washington director / 


Clarence Mitchell said that there are 59 Senators from 
outside the South “who are on record for civil rights.” 

“We cite the number 59 because it is time for the coun- 
try to realize that progress in this field is in the hands of 
lawmakers from outside the South, and any failure in 
the 83rd Congress cannot be attributed to the power of 
Southern Senators.” 
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Senate Gets ‘Mild’ Civil Rights Bill 


A voluntary civil rights plan which the Republican 
majority hopes will be palatable to the South was intro- 
duced in Congress by Sen. Everett Dirksen (R., Ill.) The 
Dirksen bill would establish a civil rights commission 
with “broad powers to make studies, formulate programs, 
issue reports, investigate complaints.” It would not have 
Federal compulsion powers, however, and would do little 
more than encourage states to deal with their civil rights 
problems. Unique feature of the Dirksen bill is its provi- 
sion that the Federal government offer grants to states 
which take steps to protect the “rights and privileges” of 
its citizens. “Such a commission,” said the Illinois sena- 
tor, “might not only moderate in the field of employment 
discrimination, but also concern itself with discrimina- 
tion in the field of voting and lynching.” 





W Inaugural Color Guards: Three Marines, who were se- 
lected along with 98 other men from Korea as color guards 
to participate in the inauguration of President-elect 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, pose on their way to Washington. 
They are (l-r): Sgt. Leo Bishop of Chicago; Sgt. Grant 
Kime of Mattoon, Ill.; and Sgt. Carl Wheeler of Chicago. 
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D. C. RESTAURANTS TO KEEP | 

Washington’s segregation in eating places, hotels, the- 
aters, and recreational spots will continue during the 
period of the inauguration of President-elect Dwight D. 
Eisenhower just as it has in the past, JET learned. This 
is contrary to inaugural chairman Joseph C. McGar- 
raghy’s plea for no discrimination at public places dur- 
ing the span of gala festivities surrounding the inaugu- | 
ration of the first Republican President in 20 years. 

Officials of the Washington Restaurant Association 
made it clear to Republican officials that “the vast ma- 
jority” of their members who do not serve Negroes—as 
a matter of custom—would make no change in that policy ! 
during the inauguration. It was also brought out that 
there would be no memo from the association urging a 
temporary compliance. 

Robert J. Wilson, vice president of the Washington 
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Negro To Get Top State Post In Nebraska ' 

A Negro will be appointed to a top governmental position 
in Nebraska for the first time in the state’s history, Gov.- 
elect Robert Crosby announced. He said he would appoint 
Arthur McCaw of Omaha, a staunch Republican and an 
employee of the county tax appraisal board, to be state 
budget supervisor. Nebraska will become the second state 
to name a Negro to such a position, following Illinois which 
has Joseph D. Bibb as its new director of safety. 


Widow Sues Ruby McCullom For $100,000 

In Live Oak, Fla., the widow of Dr. LeRoy C. Adams, a 
white physician, filed a $100,000 suit against Mrs. Ruby 
McCollum, who was convicted of murdering him. Mrs. 
Adams charged that the death of her husband deprived 
her of “the comfort, association, protection and support” 
of her mate. The McCollum estate includes large blocks 
of stock in the Central Life Insurance Co. of Tampa. 
Meanwhile, attorneys sought a new trial for Mrs. McCol- 
lum; reported to have been the white doctor’s mistress. 
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JIM CROW DURING INAUGURAL 


Restaurant Association, declared flatly: “McGarraghy is 
not setting restaurant policy.” 

During the presidential campaign, Gen. Eisenhower 
blasted segregation in the area, headlining the issue 
above all others in the civil rights package. He promised 
to “eliminate every vestige of segregation in the city.” 
Top Negro Republicans expected “racial conditions” to 
disappear, at least, for the inauguration because of Gen. 
Eisenhower’s forthright stand. 

The inaugural committee, however, has made itself very 
clear that it would not tolerate discrimination against 
Negroes or other minority groups at any inaugural func- 
tion. 7 

Edward F. Collady, chairman for Governors and VIPs, 
said he had approximately 20 Negroes on his committee 
and there would be Negroes on the receiving line. 
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Taft Says Local Body Should Handle D. C. Jim Crow 

Senate Majority Leader Robert A. Taft (R., O.) said 
questions of racial segregation in Washington, D. C., 
should be handled by a home-rule government. “In this 
way,” he said, “the problems of segregation would be 
determined by the elected officers of the people.” He said 
that because of this opinion he did not have in mind any 
laws designed to eliminate the capital’s dual school sys- 
tem. The population of Washington, whose citizens have 
no voting rights, is 31 per cent Negro. Republicans prom- 
ised to eliminate District segregation. 


Truman Commutes Soldier’s Death Sentence 

President Truman commuted the death sentence of 
Pfc. Henry L. Hunter of Montrose, Ala., who was court 
martialed in Korea for rape and murder. Hunter was dis- 
honorably discharged, deprived of all pay and allowances, 
and confined to hard labor for life. Hunter was found 
guilty of two unpremeditated murders and three assaults. 
His victims were Koreans. 
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U. S. Cites Human Rights Gains To U.N. 

The United States gave the United Nations a record 
of advances in human rights for the year 1951. Among 
gains cited were: 1) the Supreme Court’s reversal of the 
conviction of two Florida Negroes because Negroes were 
excluded from juries; 2) the action of South Carolina 
and Tennessee in abolishing the poll tax; 3) the opening 
of Louisiana’s Democratic Party primaries to Negroes; 
and 4) a Florida law which forbade segregation by spe- 
cifying that each polling place should have only one en- 
trance and one exit. The 26-page record will be included 
in the UN Human Rights Year Book for 1951. 


Arsonists Burn Negro Cottages in Wis. 

A farm house and two summer cottages, owned by four 
St. Paul, Minn., Negroes, were mysteriously destroyed by 
fire at the deserted vacation resort at Big Round Lake, 
Wis. Damage is estimated at $10,000. Threats had been 
made by neighbors ever since the Negroes purchased the 
resort property in 1952. Traces of gasoline, crankcase oil 
and footprints were found at the scene by the state 
deputy fire marshal and police chief of nearby Eau Claire, 
who are investigating the fires. A probe is also being 
launched by the Minnesota NAACP. 


Doctor Charges Stork Club With Jim Crow 

Dr. Edward C. Broomes of East Chicago, Ind., filed a 
complaint with the New York State Commission Against 
Discrimination, charging that he received the Jim Crow 
“Jo Baker” treatment when he visited the Stork Club 
during the holidays. Dr. Broomes said that although he 
had obtained reservatiors for a table by telephone, when 
he arrived on New Year’s Eve, his mother-in-law, Mrs. 
Juanita Brown, and Dr. and Mrs. Alexander Williams of 
Gary, Ind., were escorted by elevator to an unlighted 
room. He said someone he took to be a waiter said there 
was no other room. Dr. Broomes said: “I called him a 
liar. He just smiled blandly, as if I’d called him a gentle- 








man.” New York law prohibits discrimination in public | 


places based on race, creed, or color. 
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W First N. Y. Negro State Senator: Elected last November 
as the first Negro State Senator in New York history, 
Harlem Democrat Julius A. Archibald is sworn in by su- 
preme court justice Benjamin F. Schreiber. 


Court Ruling On D. C. Jim Crow Awaited 

The United States Court of Appeals was expected to 
announce its long-awaited decision on the legality of 
laws which forbid segregation in Washington, D. C., res- 
taurants. The statutes—called “lost laws’—were passed 
in 1872 and 1873 by a now-defunct District legislative 
assembly, which acted under authority of Congress. The 
District government moved to test the validity of the laws 
by prosecuting Thompson’s Restaurant for refusing to 
serve Negroes in 1950. Hearings were held a year ago. 


Texan Urges End Of Poll Tax, Seeks Anti-Lynch Law 

The chairman of Texas’ Good Neighbor Commission, 
oilman Neville G. Penrose, called for a state anti-lynch 
law and repeal of the poll tax in a speech to the Rotary 
Club in Dallas. Penrose, a leader of conservative Texas 
Democrats, said the moves might remove cause for what 
he called unwarranted criticism of Texas. 








Final Truman Message Cites Civil Rights Gains 

In his final State of the Union message to Congress, 
President Truman said there has been a “great awaken- 
ing of the American conscience on the issues of civil 
rights.” To illustrate, he said “barriers” of discrimination 
have been “coming down” in the armed forces, govern- 
ment service, universities, stores, factories, and polling 
booths. This progress, he said, although far from com- 
plete is the answer to critics who challenge the United 
States’ intention to live up to its promises of equal free- 
dom for all. 


Ky. Congressman Appoints Negro Stenographer 
Mrs. Louise Reynolds, a stenographer, became the first 
Negro employed on the staff of a Kentucky Congressman 
when John M. Robsion (R., Ky.) named her to work as a 
secretary in his Louisville office. Robsion, newly-elected 
to Congress, said he was fulfilling a campaign promise. 


Wis. Court Reverses Ban On Negro Insurance 
The Wisconsin Supreme Court ruled that state life in- 
surance could not be denied to an applicant merely be- 
cause he happened to be a Negro. The decision reversed 
a ruling made in 1951 by Judge Herman W. Sachtjen of 
Madison which upheld denial of state life insurance to 
James Rancher, a Negro war veteran from Milwaukee. 
Previously, this insurance, operated by the state to give 
residents reasonably-priced coverage, had been denied to 
all non-whites as “substandard risks.” 
Negro, 70, Freed After Slaying Ala. White Man 
A verdict of justifiable homicide was returned in 
the slaying of a white farmer by 70-year-old Negro 
Will Veasey in Gadsden, Ala. Police said the dead 
man, Johnny Dobbins, entered the Veasey home 
after a drinking bout, pulled a knife on the elderly 
man and created a disturbance. Veasey fired a 
shotgun blast into his chest and he died in a hos- 
pital a few hours later. Veasey was released after 
a night in jail. 
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First Ky. Negro Judge Held Ineligible, Too Young 

After hearing 
two cases as 
judge-for-a-day 
of Jefferson 
County, Ky., 
criminal court, 
Negro attorney 
Benjamin F. 
Shobe of Louis- 
ville was ruled 
ineligible for the 
bench because 
he was too 
young. Appoint- 
ed a pro tem 
substitute, 
Shobe was the 
first Negro ever Atty. Shobe congratulated by wife. 
to preside in the court but Judge Frank Ropke who made 
the appointment was unaware that under Kentucky law 
a judge must be 35 and a practicing attorney for eight 
years. Shobe is 32, has practiced for six years. Judge 
Ropke said decisions would stand in two cases heard by 
Shobe unless questions are raised. 






Va. Stockade Guard Kills GI Prisoner, 19 

A 19-year-old Negro stockade prisoner was shot to 
death at Fort Eustis, Va., when he failed to move fast 
enough in obeying the order of a stockade guard. The 
victim, Joseph Walker of Columbia, S. C., died from the 
blast of a 12-gauge shotgun held by Corp. Oscar John- 
son, his guard. Johnson insisted that the gun discharged 
accidentally as he sought to frighten the prisoner into 
climbing aboard a trash collection truck. Walker was 
rounding out the last few days of a three-month term 
for excessive AWOLs. The Army is conducting a full in- 
vestigation to decide whether or not Johnson will be 
prosecuted. 








FBI Probes Killing Of Negro By Fla. Policeman 

The U. S. Department of Justice ordered a full inves- 
tigation of the Christmas Day slaying of Emmett Jeffer- 
son, who was shot by a white policeman when he tried 
to escape arrest on a speeding charge in Homestead, Fla. 
Special FBI agent Robert W. Wall, Jr. of Miami said the 
investigation would determine whether the 30-year-old 
victim’s civil rights were violated. Jefferson was chased 
by Patrolman Paul Minnick who overtook him in a police 
car and fired three bullets into him as he pleaded for 
mercy. A Homestead grand jury refused to indict the 
policeman. 


Yesterday In Negro History 
January 16, 1901—Hiram Revels, the nation’s first 
Negro U. S. Senator, died in Aberdeen, Miss., at the 
age of 73. 
January 16, 1937—Father Aloysius Nummik became 
the first African native to be ordained a Roman 
Catholic priest in South Africa. 


January 17, 1951—Junius Kellogg, Manhattan Col- 
lege basketball star, reported to New York police a 
$1,000 bribe offer to “fix” a basketball game. His 
information set off police investigations in other 
U.S. colleges that eventually incriminated many 
college players, who were “throwing” games. 

January 18, 1943—Former U. S. District Judge Wil- 
liam H. Hastie resigned as 
civilian aide to Secretary 
of War Henry L. Stimson 
because of the Army Air 
Force’s “reactionary poli- 
cies and discriminatory 
practices” against. Negroes. 


January 20, 1900—The first 
anti-lynching bill was in- 
troduced into Congress by 
Negro Congressman George 
H. White of North Carolina. Judge Hastie 
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‘will pit Chicago’s Kid Riviera against either Rex 


FORECAST 


Acceptable FEPC. The Senate will pass a new FEPC 
bill, which places the administration and enforce- 
ment phases of civil rights legislation in the hands 


of local, state and regional officials. It will satisfy 
the South. 


Baseball Bumper Crop. Largest group of Negro 
prospects in baseball history will report to major 
league baseball training camps this spring. Most of 
them will wind up on farm teams. 


College Red Probe. The House Un-American Ac- 
tivities Committee will soon probe a famous Negro 
college in the East in an attempt to uncover pro- 
fessors with subversive tendencies on its faculty. 


Repeat All-American. Towering Walt Dukes, the 
nation’s leading college scorer and star of the unde- 
feated Seton Hall College basketball team, will be 
named on the All-American basketball team for the 
second straight year. 


Bar On African Leader. The State Department will 
deny a temporary visa permitting a U. S. lecture tour 
by Dr. James S. Moroka, president of the militant 
African National Congress. Washington will explain 
the barring of Moroka as being based on a “hands 
off” policy the government is adopting regarding 
African colonial affairs. 

Elimination Bout. Next important boxing bout to 
unscramble the situation among the heavyweights 


Layne of Utah or Jimmy Bivins of Cleveland. 


13 











Martha Jefferson is the West Coast’s best Negro woman lawyer. 


In the lucrative and oft-times melodramatic profession 
of law, the most successful and widely-publicized prac- 
titioners have generally been men like the late Clarence 
Darrow, Hollywood’s Jerry Geisler and Chicago’s Euclid 
Taylor. Yet, occasionally in the legal line, women law- 
yers will come along with talent enough to grab some of 
the fame and fortune from the men. Without peer 
among all the female attorneys in America is alternate 
UN delegate Edith Sampson, a strident, throaty-voiced 
woman whose entire career has been a series of “firsts.” 
Born in a Pittsburgh slum, she conquered poverty to be- 
come a successful Chicago lawyer, the first woman of 
color to be an assistant state’s attorney in Chicago and 
the only Negro woman to hold such a high position in the 
United Nations. 

Outstanding also in Chicago is tall, tan and personable 
Jewel Stradford Rogers, who is currently the only Negro 
woman among 13 attorneys handling landlord—tenant 
problems for the city’s humming legal aid bureau. When 
not engaged in private practice, most of Mrs. Rogers’ time 
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Her criminal law clientele is of many races. 





Jewel S. Rogers was first Ne- After 20 years, New York’s 
gro woman in Chicago Bar Lucille Chance is tops in real 
Association. estate law. 
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Sex No Handicap To Careers 


is taken up defending tenants involved in rent or eviction 
squabbles. Over 65 per cent of her clients are white. Al- 
though Mrs. Rogers does not ordinarily do criminal law 
work, she was appointed recently by Judge Wendell E. 
Green to defend three alleged criminals, one of them a 
woman who slit the pocket of a man in the Loop, only 
to find out that he was a member of the FBI. 

Los Angeles’ most spec- 
tacular criminal lawyer is 
Statuesque, good-looking 
' Martha Jefferson, who has 
_ been practicing for 10 years. 
All of those whom she de- 
i fends are in trouble with 
7 the law on charges of mur- 
der, robbery, burglary, for- 
gery, embezzlement or con- 
spiracy. 

Her most sensational case 
involved a handsome white 
Lothario who conned an 
unwary girl friend in Chi- 
cago out of $20,000. Bag- 
Cora Brown of Detroit is first ging the money, he sneaked 
Negro woman in Mich. Senate. off to Los Angeles with his 
wife, and there the two of them lived lavishly off the 
cash. Police soon caught them, however, and the Lothario 
was returned to Chicago for trial. He hired Mrs. Jeffer- 
son to defend him. In doing so, she used a legal trick 
which has helped her win many cases. Because he had 
the “natural appearance” of a con man, she refused to 
let him take the stand. Thus, he did not have to face 
questioning and was assured of not being the one to con- 
vict himself by a slip of the lip. As a result, he got off 











with a light sentence of from two to five years, when he 


could have received 15. 
Mary Elizabeth Spivey, one of Cleveland’s 16 assistant 


prosecuting attorneys, is the only Negro woman in that ] 
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city holding this important legal post. She succeeded 
Councilwoman Jean Murrell Capers in the Prosecutor’s 
office in April, 1949. The bulk of her work is in domestic 
relations, marriage counselling and family problems. 

Her predecessor in office, Mrs. Capers, is one of the 
most colorful politicians Cleveland has seen in years. The 
ruler of the powerful all-Negro 11th ward, she has a 
hard-to-beat political organization backing her, which 
draws its members from 
the little people of the city 
whom she has helped 
throughout her career in 
politics. By organizing pre- 
cinct clubs, giving away 
market bags to mothers, 
sacks of candy to children, 
battling for more police 
protection, inore jobs, more 
recreational facilities, she 
has made herself a formi- 
dable figure in Cleveland =H 
elections, able to pile up ; | 
votes in election after elec- ™ 
tion. 

Eminently successful in Pauli Murray of New York is 
New York are Mrs. Lucille active in civil rights. 
Edwards Chance, a specialist in real estate law, and Pauli 
Murray, a civil rights attorney whose crusades in that 
area have caused her to be acclaimed as a “lawyer’s law- 
yer.” Currently, Miss Murray is writing a biography of a 
mulatto family in the early post-Civil War era, on a grant 
from the Eugene Saxton Memorial Fund. Her first book, 
a study of States’ Laws On Race And Color, was pub- 
lished in 1951. Mrs. Chance, a 51-year-old grandmother, 
finds time despite her busy career to operate a lucrative 
real estate business which she and her late sister, Milli- 
cent Bowen, co-founded. 
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Some Marry Lawyer Husbands 


Michigan’s leading Portia is state Senator Cora Brown, 
a Detroit Democrat who made history by becoming the 
first colored woman in the state to win office. 

Today’s outstanding women in law find that their sex 
is no handicap in their careers. “Being a woman defi- 
nitely has its good points,” asserts Chicago’s Jewel Rogers. 
“Judges are surprised when we show any intelligence at 
all, and when we win a few cases, they decide immedi- 
ately that we are brilliant!” 

Women barristers seem to have no trouble combining 
careers and marriage. Many like Mrs. Rogers, Mrs. Samp- 
son and Mrs. Jefferson have husbands who are also prom- 
inent in the field of law. Apparently these professional 
duos aid and abet each other, rather than compete. Says 
Mrs. Jefferson: “At home I try to be a normal housewife. 
At work, I try to be a good lawyer. As long as women 
do not let their professional lives cramp their domestic 
style, they should be able to be happy although both 
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Mary Spivey, only Negro woman among 
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proseeuting attorneys, is daughter of Detroit Methodist minister. 
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Africans Prefer A-Bomb To Merger With Whites 

African tribal chiefs from the tiny British protectorate 
of Nyasaland said in London that they prefer being atom- 
bombed than linked with Northern and Southern Rho- 
desia in a Central Africa Federation. The chiefs, repre- 
senting 2,350,000 Negroes, boycotted conferences on the 
plan, scored the British government for using deception 
to promote it. Africans fear that federation with Rho- 
desian whites might block their advance toward self-gov- 
ernment, perhaps lead to the kind of racist laws which 
exist in South Africa. Said a spokesman, Chief Somba, 
“We are afraid that southern Rhodesia will swallow us up.” 


First Traffic Lights Installed In Haiti 

The first traffic signal lights ever to be used in Haiti 
were installed at Port-au-Prince on the Grand Rue. 
Crowds gathered to watch the five American-made lights 
flash on and off as traffic captain Fritz Brierre and assist- 
ants threw the switches. 


Winston Churchill Vacations In Jamaica 

Following an bs oe 3 
enthusiastic 
welcome from 
Jamaicans when 
he landed at 
Montego Bay 
airport, British 
Premier Winston 
Churchill drove 
67 miles to Pros- 
pect Great House 
to begin two 
weeks of vaca- 
tion on the 
island of Jamai- 
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Finance Minister Harold Allen greets 
ca. Churchill. 
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Africans Protest British Radio Ban On Race Issue 

Africans in London assailed the British Broadcasting 
Corporation for canceling a scheduled program dealing 
with racial problems in Central Africa. BBC explained 
that the program would have been “inappropriate” while 
representatives from Northern and Southern Rhodesia 
and Nyasaland conferred on a Negro-white Central Afri- 
ca Federation. The Africa Bureau, a London group 
which seeks to protect the rights of African Negro, in- 
sisted that cancellation of the program meant depriving 
the British of hearing arguments pro and con on the 
federation. 


2 Die As 1,200 Natives Riot In S. African Mine 

Two South African natives were hacked to death with 
axes and knives in savage rioting at the Rustenberg plat- 
inum mines in Northwest Transvaal. Fourteen others 
were seriously injured and 100 slightly hurt. The out- 
break was between 700 Xosas and 500 Blantyre tribesmen 
who started feuding when two natives were killed in 
similar rioting on Christmas Eve. 


In Tokyo hopes were expressed 
that the new Republican adminis- 
tration will relax immigration regu- 
lations that make almost impossi- 
ble the adoption of mixed Japanese- 
Negro GI babies by American 
colored families. Mrs. Miki Sawada, 
founder of the Elizabeth Saunders 
orphanage for illegitimate children 
left behind by American soldiers, 
declared on her return from a three- 
month trip to the U.S. that many 
colored families wish to adopt the 
children but red tape makes such 
adoptions impractical. “It is my 
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British Send Warship To Mau Mau Territory 


ng In a “show of strength,” the British sent a 1,435-ton 
ng destroyer escort, Loch Glendhu, to Mombasa, Kenya, 
ed after white settlers complained that the Mau Mau up- 
ile | rising was being mishandled by colonial authorities. 
sla Other Mau Mau developments: 1) Gen. Brian Robertson, 
ril- commander of the British Middle East force, after a tour 
up of the Kiambu district—a Mau Mau stronghold—said that 
in- j martial law should not be imposed to deal with the cult- 
ing ists; and 2) the trial of Jomo (Burning Spear) Kenyatta 
the and five other alleged Mau Mau leaders was suspended 


when defense attorney D. N. Pritt charged that a court 
interpreter, Louis Leakey, was prejudiced. Leakey, son 


ith ? of Kikuyu tribe missionaries, withdrew following the ac- 
at- | cusation. The holdup of a white rancher and the be- 
ers heading of a native near Nakuru were the major inci- 
ut- dents of the week. 
nen 22 French Africans Die After Canoe Capsizes 

in Twenty-two native French West Africans were drowned 


when their canoe capsized in the Niger River near Bamako. 
PEOOMPIIEL LL POIDOLE DOL LES 


RELAX BAN ON JAP-NEGRO BABIES 


hope that the new administration in Washington will 
make it possible for these children to go to the United 
States. As it stands now, a special act of Congress is 
necessary for each adoption. This is too difficult.” 

Mrs. Sawada, who is writing a book about the GI babies, 
revealed that many Christmas gifts received at the or- 
phanage which houses 227 children came from Negro 
families. The daughter of the $200,000,000 Mitsubishi in- 
dustrial family tried to interest the United Nations in the 
plight of the tots but the world body rebuffed her pleas. 
The UN says such illegitimate babies were left by armies 
all over the world and there is no reason to make a 
special case before the world body of the problem of 
Japanese-American babies. Mrs. Sawada during her visit 
to the U. S. sought Congressional aid. 
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W Battle Trophy: 
When American 
artillerymen in 
Korea observed 
Haile Selassie’s 
birthday with a 
21-gun salvo— 
fired at the Chi- 
nese reds—Ethi- 
opians repaid 
the salute with 
a trophy. Ethio- 
pian Capt. Kefle 
Destor shows it 
off at presenta- 
tion ceremonies. 





a 


Bunche Says Gandhi’s Peace Methods ‘Best’ 

Dr. Ralph J. Bunche, United Nations trusteeship direc- 
tor, who is studying the non-violence peace methods of 
the late Mohandas K. Gandhi in New Delhi, India, said 
that the Indian leader’s strategy was one of the best 
approaches to world peace. 


African Leader Calls S. Africa Report ‘Appeasement’ 

A World Council of Churches report on racial segrega- 
tion in South Africa was termed “appeasement” by Rev. 
Dr. Zachariah K. Matthews of Cape Province, president 
of the African National Congress and a visiting profes- 
sor at the Union Theological Seminary in New York. The 
report, prepared by Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, the council’s 
general secretary, urged further study of race relations 
in trouble-ridden South Africa, but Dr. Matthews said it 
“pussyfooted” by making excuses for “apartheid” (sep- 
arateness). 
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| EDUCATION 


College Fund Drive Hits Record $1,366,310 

The United Negro College Fund reported that a record 
$1,366,310 was raised by its 1952 appeal, a gain of $58,000 
over the record 1951 amount. The money will be distrib- 
uted to 31 Negro colleges—in 11 Southern states and Penn- 
sylvania (Lincoln) —which enroll more than 25,000 stu- 
dents. Meanwhile, in San Francisco, 31 presidents of the 
United Negro Colleges gathered for a four-day meeting to 
map plans to raise $1,500,000 during the 1953 campaign. 
During the meeting, Dr. Frederick D. Patterson, president 
of Tuskegee Institute and president and founder of the 
UNC ten years ago, cited the fact that only five state uni- 
versities in the deep South continue to bar Negro students 
and predicted that in the next five years they, too, would 
accept Negroes. 


Diesel Train Hits Spelman College Coed 

Spelman College coed Marjorie Foster, 21, was seriously 
injured near her home in Atlanta, Ga., after wandering 
into the path of a diesel train. Witnesses reported that 
the girl stood on the tracks, apparently in a daze, while 
the engine whistled a warning and motorists tooted their 
horns. Relatives could not explain why she failed to heed 
warnings. She was recovering at Atlanta’s Grady Hos- 
pital. 





Lincoln U. First To Give College Degrees 

Proof that Lincoln (Pa.) University was the first 
college in the world chartered to give higher aca- 
demic degrees to Negroes was found in Africa by 
Dr. Horace Bond, Lincoln president, who visited the 
Gold Coast. Dr. Bond said he learned at a gather- 
ing of teachers in Achimota that while two other 
schools had been established for Negroes before Lin- 
coln was founded in 1854, they were not qualified 
to give degrees. A third pioneer college never 
granted degrees, he explained. 




















Tavern Owner Admits Killing Man, Burning Body 

Willie Hayes, a St. Louis tavernkeeper, admitted to 
police killing Clarence Cutler, and burning the body of 
the East St. Louis, Ill., foundry worker. Hayes said that 
during an argument with Cutler while the two were 
parked in Cutler’s automobile on a lonely road, he hit 
him on the head with a wrench and then shot him in the 
face. Hayes said he put the body in the trunk of the car, 
parked it in East St. Louis. He went to his home in St. 
Louis for supper, and then returned to dispose of the 
corpse. 


Texan Says Voodoo Doctor Treated Poisoned Wife 

A Beaumont, Texas, husband, who said his wife had 
been systematically and mysteriously poisoned with ar- 
senic for two years disclosed that a voodoo doctor in 
Marksville, La., treated her unsuccessfully three months 
ago. David M. Morris said that his wife, who is now a 
patient in a Galveston hospital, asked him to send for the 
doctor when the poison began paralyzing her body. “His 
name,” said the husband, “is Dr. Thomas See . . . which 
means ‘Dr. Standing Up and Sitting Down.’” See’s ges- 
tures and incantations, which included placing his saliva- 
moistened hands on her knees, failed to halt the poison- 
ing. A 65-year-old Negro maid, who was subsequently “re- 
tired,” was suspected of administering the doses in cups 
of coffee but an analysis of the coffee grounds revealed no 
traces of arsenic. 


Fire 2 White Cops For Assaulting Negro Women 

Two white policemen, accused of criminally assaulting 
two Negro women in St. Louis last summer, were fired. The 
men, Bernard Callanan and Joseph Cohan, had been 
under suspension since they were charged with the crimes 
last July. When a grand jury refused to return an indict- 
ment, newspapers and citizens’ groups pressured the St. 
Louis police board into holding public hearings. The men 
were dismissed after three days of testimony. 
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INP 
W Survived Korean Mistake Bombing: Two American 
soldiers who narrowly escaped death when American 
planes mistakenly bombed and killed 14 American soldiers 
during a raid in Korea, examine a huge crater left by one 
of the 15 bombs. Survivors are Pvt. Benjamin Johnson of 
Savannah, Ga. (1.) and Pvt. Steve Martinex, Durango, Colo. 
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U nited P ress 


Wi Heroes In Ike Parade: An tatervactal trio of heroes 
representing the unique 31st “Polar Bear” Regiment will 
carry the unit’s colors for the first time in the U. S. during 
President-elect Dwight Eisenhower’s inauguration parade. 
All Southerners, the color bearers are members of the 
only Army unit which fought the Russians on Russian 
soil (after World War I in Siberia). Negro in the trio is 
Sgt. Charles W. Rogers of Greenville, S. C. 
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ted Press 


ni 
W Japanese Film Star: Danny Williams, the first Negro to 
have an important role in a Japanese motion picture, 
makes an appearance in Tokyo with Mayumi Karata, an 
attractive, young starlet. Williams, a 30-year-old non- 
commissioned Navy officer from Alabama, appears in 
movie about Japan’s postwar problems. 
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INP 
W Baseball Player Helps Needy Family: With Brooklyn 
Dodgers pitcher Joe Black (1.) lending a helping hand, 
Mrs. Emily Talbert of New York City won $500 on the 
Strike It Rich television quiz show. She will use the 
money to take her three children, who suffer from 
chronic asthma, to Arizona for their health. 
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[;] WEEKLY ALMANAC 


5 aS Ss PERSISTENT THIEF OF THE WEEK. Charles 

“= McCullom of Chattanooga, Tenn., was released 
from prison on December 12 after serving part of a three- 
year sentence for stealing an overcoat from the car of 
C. E. Spivey. Last week, police arrested McCullom for 
stealing another overcoat from a car. Owner of the car: 
C. E. Spivey. 


SAS SAE SAS RECOLLECTION OF THE 
<_< WEEK. In Hollywood to do 
a part in the MGM movie, The Blue 
Gardenia, singer Nat (King) Cole 
recalled that in 1941, he, Billie Holi- 
day, Billy Daniels, Art Tatum and 
Benny Carter were all working to- 
gether at one time in Kelly’s Stables 
in New York. All of them together, 
he recalled, were paid only $900 a 
week. Today, such a show would 
cost over $20,000 weekly. 





at 
Nat “King” Cole 
‘< ARREST OF THE WEEK. Rena Cause, 48, had 
a “cause” for embarrassment when she was 
found guilty of carrying concealed weapons by Record- 
er’s Judge Paul E. Krause and fined $10 or 10 days in 
the Detroit House of Correction. Police said they arrested 
Mrs. Cause in her home, after a police informer purchased 
a pint of moonshine whiskey. She was taken to the 
woman’s detention home where a matron searched Mrs. 
Cause. 

A .38 caliber Smith and Wesson revolver was found con- 
cealed deep in the “private parts” of Mrs. Cause. The 
matron said after Mrs. Cause was stripped, she was amazed 
to see the barrel of the gun protruding from the un- 
expected hiding place. It was the strangest concealed 
weapon case ever aired in a Detroit court. 
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Mrs. Hilliard and six children she rescued. 
aS AS 2s RESCUE OF THE WEEK. When fire trapped 

Mrs. Evelyn Hilliard, 27, and her six children on 
the second floor of their frame dwelling in Chicago, she 
saved their lives by tossing them, one by one, out of a 
window. Her estranged husband, Wilbur, who had gone 
to turn in an alarm, caught five of them; a fireman 
ica Robert Lee, three months old. 

ms 2S HOG SALESMAN OF THE WEEK. After Elbert 

B. Cobb of Bellville, Mich., sold a 300-pound hog 
to a Ypsilanti, Mich., packing house at 11% cents a 
pound, he received a check for $3,449.06 instead of the 
$34.50 due him. He cashed the check. Next day, the firm 
discovered the error and sought to recover its money. 
Cobb refused, stating that he had received only $34.50 
from the bank, whereupon the firm sought relief through 
law. Cobb was charged with larceny by conversion. 
2S 25 2S MAU MAU OF THE WEEK. Police in Ponte San 

Pietro, Italy, arrested 10 members of a junior 
“Mau Mau” gang, several under 10 years old, who took 
pledges to break windows in the community. Calling them- 
selves the “Mau Mau of Ponte San Pietro,” the members 
held secret oath-taking ceremonies around a human skull. 
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“<6 DIVORCE OF THE WEEK. Merrick Gillory filed 
== suit for divorce in Houston, Texas, because he 
could get no sleep. Gillory said it was “uneasiness,” not in- 
somnia that kept him awake. He said his wife slept with 
a butcher knife under her pillow. 

...,.., HERO OF THE WEEK. When fire broke out in 
~ ~~ his mother’s home in Stamps, Arkansas, Alvin 
James Greene dashed into a burning room and hauled to 
safety his brother, aged 21, and an eight-months-old sis- 
ter. Then he ran to a neighbor’s house where his mother 
was visiting and told her of the fire. Thanks to his quick 
warning, a squad of firemen arrived on the scene in time 
to save several other tenements nearby from the blaze, 
which was being fanned by a high wind. In Stamps the 
next day, Alvin Greene was a hero—the town’s youngest, 
for he is only four. 
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NEXT WEEK IN JET 


WILL EISENHOWER REVIVE THE BLACK CABINET? 

Ever since the GOP landslided to victory in No- 
vember, much speculation has.been aroused as to 
whether or not President-elect Eisenhower will set 
up his own policy-making board of topflight Negro 
politicos to handle affairs of race as did the late 
President Roosevelt. JET, next week, focuses at- 
tention on the possible “Black Cabinet” officeholders, 
tells why each might be chosen. 


HOLLYWOOD BUSINESS TEAM 

Most unusual business partnership in Hollywood, 
perhaps, is that of Rosalind Russell and her ex- 
maid, Hazel Washington. How the film star went 
into a ladies’ wear and leather goods business with 
her maid once she discovered the latter’s exceptional 
talent forms the basis of an interesting JET feature. 
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> MODERN LIVING 











One > sundress is made of everglaze cotton, gaily printed 
with elephants and daisies on grey background. Price: $25. 
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. AFRICAN-INSPIRED 
; FABRICS 


African influence on 
world art has been 
long and coiorful. 
Lately political devel- 
opments on the Dark 
Continent have crept 
into the news head- 

+ lines, and now African 

influences are taking 

over in the world of 

fashion. This year 

fashion-conscious 

American woman will 

be wearing bathing 

suits and play clothes 

| whose gay and artful 

designs were inspired 

by costumes worn by 
Gold Coast natives. 

Impressed by the 
imagination and color 
used by the Africans 
in decorating the fab- 
rics which go into 
their clothes, famous 
fashion designer Car- 
;  oOlyn Schnurer dashed 

to Africa for a first 
hand look at some of 
the authentic drtwork 
and returned to coor- 
dinate them with her 
nted own ideas. Result: the 
23. introduction of the 








Giraffes and daisies decorate white 
chintz sheath dress. Price: $39.95. 
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Wide Choice Of Colors, Patterns 


brightest and newest resort 
creations on the American 
market. 

The fabrics are mostly 
cottons, displaying the col- 
orful modern African brush 
prints. Some of the native = 
handwoven types are also === 
displayed and reproduced. 
The animal motifs, with 
elephants, giraffes, kudus 










“Kudu” designed sun dress is 
smart, practical. Price: $25. 
and springbok predomi- 
nates, and occasionally the 
traditional African daisy 
and primitive drawings 
come into prominence. The 
discriminating woman will 
i have no problem of selec- 
, tion because the choice of 
—__...1 patterns and colors are 
African ferns, pleated flounce Wide and varied—and the 
set off cotton dress. Price: $40. styles are easy to wear. The 
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sun dresses are smartly designed and will serve a dual 


purpose in every wardrobe. 

Destined to be a big hit 
on the beaches are the swim 
suits, which not only have 
brilliant colors but intri- 
cate and exotic geometric 
designs. Most are bare- 
topped and many sport fun 
belts, copied from belts 
worn by Gold Coast police- 
men. The flounced cotton 
print dress, which is so 


Full-skirted cotton sundress 
has gathered flounce. $35. 
















Bathing, sun outfit is of Afri- 
can brush print. Price: $25. 


popular with the Gold Coast 
belle, has been revised and 
designed into a pretty sun- 
dress. 

JET’s African-influenced 
fabrics—all of which fall 
into the medium price 
bracket—are from the Car- 
olyn Schnurer collection, 
with accessories from the 
New York Afro-Arts Bazaar. 
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LOS ANGELES. The Angel City’s most fashionable wedding 
this season united Charlotte Charity, sister of Marie El- 
lington Cole, to Bob Peale, a young man who came West 
from Newark, N. J. The reception was held in the swank 
Wilshire district home of Charlotte’s brother-in-law, sing- 
er Nat (King) Cole. ... The Archonions (Zeta Phi Beta 
sorority pledges) trekked to the seashore home of Darlene 
Howard, where they huddled to complete details for their 
February formal. . . . Softballs filled the air as the Sigma 
Wives took to the wide open spaces of Muse-A-While 
Ranch in Perris, Cal., to engage their hubbys’ (Phi Beta 
Sigma fraters) in an off-season game. Movie actor Clar- 
ence Muse was the genial host. .. . Twenty-two presi- 
dents of colleges and universities in the East and South 
(in town for the American Association of Colleges con- 
fab) attended the Intercollegiate Council’s reception at 
the picturesque Golden State Insurance Building. 


MEMPHIS. Flights of 
fancy became reality 
at the colorful cos- 
tume ball staged by 
the Little Club at the 
Hippodrome Ball- 
room. Pretty damsels, 
dressed as Indian 
princesses’ carried 
bows and arrows as 
they danced and rev- 
elled among the gaily 
decorated tepees. 
Beautiful enough to 
steal the heart of any 
big handsome brave 
were (see photo, 1. to 
r.) Mesdames Velma 
Burlison, Carlee Boy- | es : 
de and Doris Dohoho. Mesdames Burlison, Boyde, Dohoho 
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DETROIT. Twenty of the Motor City’s popular young mar- 
ried couples pooled their finances and staged a lavish pot 
luck supper at the home of Dr. George and Thelma Biram. 
Main attraction: a lusciously-browned boar’s head, with 
false eyelashes, painted jowls, a Hawaiian lei and vari- 
colored ribbons which extended upwards to the crystal 
chandelier. Burgundy sparkled and Levi Mann’s combo 
played soft dance music until early morn. . . . Smorgas- 
bord and other exotic foods filled the menu for the so- 
cialites who flocked to the smart Creole party thrown by 
the Miltons (Dr. Samuel and Isoure). The newly-pur- 
chased mansion of Dr. and Mrs. Rudy Porter, which boasts 
an indoor swimming pool, a billiard room and rare fur- 
nishings, was appropriately christened in champagne and 
the gay laughter of visiting friends. 


WASHINGTON, D.C. With coming-out parties being planned 
for debutantes all over the nation, the District’s young 
beauties are breathlessly awaiting their bows to society 
at the Bachelor-Benedict Club’s annual Debs Ball in 
February. . . . The novel court subpoena bids startled a 
lot of socialites, but the Sigma Delta Tau’s (a legal frat) 
Inaugural Ball at the Lincoln Colonnade was the last word 
in good times. . . . The DePriest 15, an organization of 
business and professional men named after the late Con- 
gressman Oscar DePriest, will honor Atty. William L. 
Houston—who has been a distinguished member of the 
D. C. bar for 60 years—at a February testimonial. 


SAN FRANCISCO. Across the Bay in Oakland the post-holiday 
social pace remained fast as the Yours Truly Girls made 
merry at their swank party and the Pathfinders tossed a 
gay soiree. . . . Top events on the ’Frisco social calendar 
include formal affairs staged by the Links, Merry Makers 
and Rainbow Social Club formals. . Collegiate social 
activity centered around the 10th annual meeting of the 
United Negro College Fund, Inc. Thirty-one Negro college 
presidents answered the roll call and closed out the social 
end of their confab with an alumni luncheon at the Fair- 
mont Hotel and a reception at the YWCA Residence Club: 
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The January and June romance blossoming in Harlem 

** between Nora Holt, international night club hostess of 
yesteryear, and that handsome, tweedy young college 
prof, who made the holiday Manhattan rounds with 
her. 


s& The dismissal from Alabama A. & M. College of a 
prominent Birmingham minister’s son and his student 
sweetheart. He found a way from the boiler room up 
to the top floor attic where his girl friend was quar- 
tered, spent quite a few nights there until her room- 
mate squealed. 


+k Michigan's State Representative Charline White’s eye- 
opening mink scarf present and whether or not she 
acted as her own Santa Claus. 


sf Exotic Evelyn (Eve Lyn) Reynolds, Philadelphia soci- 

ety queen and newswoman, and wife of Hobson Rey- 
nolds, GOP and Elk bigwig, who made her theatrical 
debut on the Earle Theater stage and “broke it up.” 


se Mercer Cook, Jr., son of the Howard professor, who is 

“**up to his neck in a torrid romance with a cute French 
brunette in Paris, but explains it’s all “for learning 
French.” 


sl. The inspired way in which bassist Johnny Simmons 

‘is sawing his fiddle in the Herman Chitterson Trio. 
“Straight,” at last, he has a constant chum—a collie— 
while playing at Lou Collins’ joint in Miami Beach. 


The “fisty” rhubarb between the two Washington un- 

“* dertakers over who was entitled to a dead body. Cops 
were called to quell the uprising in the “kingdom of 
the dead.” 


sj The Washington public school principal who let his 
“temper take over to the point where he slapped one 
of the teachers. 
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eParis correspondent Ollie Stewart, who is reported 
losing more money than he wins on the nags at 
France’s Vincennes track. He makes it up, however, 
on the poker games he runs nightly in his apartment. 


1eThat weekend junket to Miami that the Calvert whis- 
key people arranged for the “successful men” they 
have been running in their ads in Negro publications. 
Nine of them were flown down to the resort where 
they went nightclubbing at Ciro’s, sailed out on a fish- 
ing expedition for a day with Calvert prexy W. W. 
Wachtel. 


skIdlewild, Mich., hotel tycoon Phil Giles and the wife, 
taking a busman’s holiday at Miami Beach’s Lord Cal- 
vert Hotel. 


>The “cover girl” singer now appearing at a popular 
Philadelphia bar. Creator of at least one “Hit Parade” 
tune, the chirper has been so “juiced” for the last few 
nights that patrons have been demanding their money 
back. She is just able to climb onto the bandstand, let 
alone sing. 


The engagement announcement of Chicago’s Freddy 
Marshall, new manager of the city’s Graymont Hotel. 
His bride-to-be is blonde Marie Smith of Youngstown, 
Ohio, niece of wealthy Atty. Loring B. Moore, control- 
ling stockholder in Chicago’s swank South Parkway 
Gardens apartments. Marshall, incidentally, worked 
with the FBI and cops to rid his hotel of over 115 
dope peddlers. 


*kPlans of Detroit’s ever-moving Prophet Jones to at- 
tend the Eisenhower inauguration. Jones plans to 
move from the “outskirts” into the “town” area as far 
as being close to the new President is concerned. 

—Dan BURLEY 
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BOOK ALWAYS THE 
OF THE YOUNG STRANGERS 
WEEK By Carl Sandburg 


© Carl Sandburg’s youthful years in Galesburg, IIl., as 
described in his autobiography, Always The Young Stran- 
gers (Harcourt, Brace $5) are more than a first person ac- 
count of his own life by one of America’s greatest literary 
lights; his book is perhaps the best portrait done of a 
typical small U. S. town. Covering the first 21 years of 
Sandburg’s exciting 75 years, the mem- 
orable book is in many ways a testa- 
ment by an immigrant’s son to the 
dynamic qualities of America and the 
men and women who people this land. 
@ Born in the hectic post-Civil War 
era in Galesburg, a town that had 
witnessed a historic Lincoln-Douglas 
debate, Sandburg grew up in the tra- 
dition of reverence to early Republi- 
can ideals. His description of a Negro 
i: cornet band marching in the Gales- 

Carl Sandburg burg funeral parade for General Grant 
when he was only 7 makes thrilling reading. He tells 
about faces lighting up as the black men passed and 
writes: “I didn’t quite understand what it was for people 
to be not free, to be whipped and worked hard and 
bought and sold like horses. But whatever it was, it was 
terrible, and men would shake their heads talking about 
it. So there was something people liked about seeing the 
black men with their horns playing sad music because 
General Grant, who had helped them get free, was dead.” 
®@ Another moving episode concerning Negroes is Sand- 
burg’s description of how a lynching was thwarted in 
Galesburg by spiriting the Negro prisoner out of the jail. 
®@ Sandburg has written his autobiography with the 
rhythm and beat of some of his finest poems. It makes 
wonderful reading. 
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MR. & MRS. 


Singer Lurlean Hunter Marries White Salesman 

Popular Chicago night club singer Lurlean Hunter re- 
vealed that she was secretly married last Dec. 7 to Charles 
Taylor, 31, a white shoe salesman from Brooklyn, N. Y. 
The marriage took place at the bride’s home on Chicago’s 
South Side where the couple resides. It is the first mar- 
riage for Mississippi-born Lurlean, now singing nightly 
in the Streamliner, a West Side night spot. 


Jamaican Mother Has Fifth Set Of Twins 

The fifth set of twins in 12 years were born to Mrs. 
Myrtle Davis, 35, in Kingston, Jamaica, but the pair died 
shortly after birth. 


African Actor Denies Paternity Charge 

African movie actor Mashood A. 
Alabisi Ajala, now under contract 
with 20th Century-Fox, denied the 
charges of attractive Los Angeles 
nurse Myrtle Bassett that he is the 
father of her unborn child. Miss 
Bassett named Ajala in a paternity 
suit filed in Superior Court and said 
the baby is expected in February. 
Ajala, 23, a former psychology stu- 
dent from Chicago’s Roosevelt Col- 
lege, paid Miss Bassett’s attorneys 
$300 for the delivery of the child 
and demanded that blood tests be 
made when it is born. 

He admitted having an affair with the nurse, but said 
they terminated it long ago. In the suit, Miss Bassett 
asked that Ajala be restrained from collecting his salary 
of $300 a week from the studio, and that he be made to 
pay for all of the baby’s expenses and support it when it 
is born. Ajala bicycled to Los Angeles last summer from 
Chicago, and promptly landed a role supporting Robert 
Mitchum in the forthcoming film, White Witch Doctor. 
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Mashood Ajala 








Tank Younger Jailed For Hitting Mother-In-Law 

Paul (Tank) Younger, bruising, 
226-pound, star back of the Los 
Angeles Rams, began serving a 14- 
day sentence in a Los Angeles jail 
for striking his mother-in-law, Mrs. 
Neatheola Olermo, in her eye dur- 
ing a fracas at their home. Young- 
er, whose appeal failed, was allowed 
to play in’ Saturday’s Pro Bowl 
game, where he helped the team of 
National Conference Stars defeat 
an all star team from the American 
conference, then began serving his 
sentence. He also faces a year’s Paul Younger 
probation. 


Billy Eckstine’s Sister Divorces Mate Of 21 Years 

Mrs. Maxine E. Whedbee, Louisville school teacher and 
sister of crooner Billy Eckstine, divorced her husband 
Ellis, ending their 21 years of marriage. She charged him 
with cruelty and being “childish and sadistic.” 


Jail La. Man For Attempted Rape Of Stepdaughter 

New Orleans police charged John White, Jr., 38, with 
attempted rape of his 13-year-old stepdaughter. Mrs. 
Mary Louise Jackson, the girl’s mother and estranged 
common-law wife of White, told police that White picked 
the girl up in an automobile at the home of friends on 
the pretext of driving her home. Instead he drove to a 
dark alley where he tried to pay the girl to “sweetheart 
with him,” the mother said. The family, police said, is 
destitute and living in a one-room apartment. 


Man, 77, Divorces Jealous Woman, 64 

Applying for a divorce, George S. Robinson, 77, told 
a Detroit judge that his wife of seven months, Julliana, 
64, “made life miserable because she was so jealous. 
Every time I stepped out of the house, she asked me 
what woman I was going with now.” The divorce was 
granted. 
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Railroad Trainmen Accept First Negro Member 


N. C. James, a dining car steward on the Pennsylvania 
Railroad, became the first Negro member of the Brother- 
hood of Railroad Trainmen in its 70-year history. He was 
admitted to membership in the J. F. McGrath Lodge 162 
in New York City. He was voted in without opposition at 


a union meeting. 


White Ark. Medical Society To Admit Negroes 


Members of the Pulaski County (Ark.) Medical Society 
voted to admit “professionally qualified Negro doctors” to 
membership. The move could also mean their acceptance 
as staff members at several Little Rock hospitals. Mean- 
while, 20 of 90 white county medical societies in Georgia 
announced plans to accept Negro physicians on a limited- 
membership basis this year. Negroes will be allowed to 
attend scientific meetings only and will be denied the 
right to vote. 

But Negro doctors in Atlanta voted not to accept “scien- 
tific membership,” a non-voting arrangement, in the 
white Fulton County Medical Society. They refused the 
offer voted by white doctors because: 1) scientific mem- 
bership would not fully qualify Negroes for admission to 
the American Medical Association; 2) two white medical 
societies (Bibb County, Ga., and Charleston, S. C.) have 
admitted Negroes to full membership; and 3) the group 
feels that this would be “a backward step.” 


Negro Named Head Of Mobile Hospital 

Dr. E. B. Goode became the first Negro to be named 
president of the medical staff of the Blessed Martin De 
Porres hospital at Mobile, Ala. His term will begin in 1954. 
He will head a staff composed currently of 57 white doc- 
tors, 13 Negro physicians and two Negro dentists. The 
hospitai presently serves only Negro patients. 
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Can Science 
Eliminate 





THE THIRD SEX? 


In recent weeks, the unusual story of an ex-soldier in 
Denmark who was “transformed” from manhood into 
womanhood through a series of operations and hormone 
injections was spotlighted in the daily press around the 
world. Accompanying pictures showed the newly “sci- 
ence-made” woman to be shapely and pretty, and an- 
other soldier who had once dated her without knowledge 
of her male status declared she had “the most attractive 
body” he had ever seen. Shortly thereafter, similar cases 
were reported all over the world, and much speculation 
was aroused as to whether or not science actually could 
eliminate the “in-between” or “third” sex. 

Among Negroes, several such cases have come to medi- 
cal attention in past years. Although most persons in- 
volved preferred to remain anonymous, at least one— 
Gladys Bentley, a Los Angeles entertainer—was so 
thrilled at her change from “third” sex to true female 
that she promptly bared the story of her life. 

“For many years,” she wrote, “I lived in a personal hell. 
Like a great number of lost souls, I inhabited that half- 
shadow no-man’s land which exists between the boun- 
daries of the two sexes. 
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“Throughout the world there are thousands of us fur- 
tive humans who have created for ourselves a fantasy 
as old as civilization itself; a fantasy which enables us, 
if only temporarily, to turn our backs on the hard real- 
ism of life. . . . Society shuns us. The unscrupulous ex- 
ploit us. Very few people understand us.” 

For years, she starred in show business, both as Bobbie 
Minton the male impersonator, and as Gladys Bentley. 
But, she pointed out, “I violated the accepted code of 
morals that our world observes. ...I was a big, suc- 
cessful star—and a sad, lonely person—until the miracle 
happened and I became a woman again.” 

Finally going to a physician, she was told, “Your sex 
organs are infantile. They haven’t progressed past the 
stage of those of a fourteen-year-old child.” The physi- 
cian, however, then began administering three hormone 
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One Boy Patient Reared As Girl 


shots weekly for six months—female hormones, which 
would overcome predominant male hormones. 

Today, after two unsuccessful tries (one with a West 
Coast newspaper columnist who denied that they were 
wed), she is married to Charles Roberts, a cook of Sacra- 
mento, California. Their marriage last September culmi- 
nated a whirlwind love affair. 

Science also intervened to eliminate the third sex in 
the case of another Negro woman. Her name was kept 
secret, but the story became basis for an article entitled 
“True Hermaphroditism,” which appeared in the Journal 





Science eliminated entertainer Gladys Bentley’s “third sez” 
problem. Once known as Bobby Minton (1.), male impersonator, 
she is happily married (r.) today. 


of the American Medical Society. At age 18, the patient 
was admitted to St. Luke’s Hospital in Chicago. There, 
doctors discovered that the patient had been registered 
as a boy when born on June 9, 1920. However, the pa- 
tient was reared as a girl and, in later years, was cau- 
tioned against intimate sexual relations by her mother. 
The patient was generally accepted as a girl, although 
her minor physical features (square shoulders, slim hips) 
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were those of a male. In high school, the patient was 
popular with both boys and girls, and believing herself 
entirely feminine, attended dances in the company of 
boys. She said she partook of kisses and caresses with 
pleasure. 

Subsequently, the patient’s desire to marry caused her 
to seek medical advice. Upon questioning, she declared 
that she was a normal female but that she was “de- 
formed.” An examination revealed that she was born 
bisexual. A series of operations corrected this and a year 
later she was married. 

Another case of hermaphroditism (half-boy, half-girl) 
was reported recently in East St. Louis, Ill., with the 


Raeahmen. » . oe 
George Cantey became bored with farm work, ran away to 
become Georgia Black. A respected Florida citizen, his true sez, 
kept secret for 30 years, was revealed at death. 
birth of Brenda Joyce Pope. She was born with the 
primary sex organs of a girl, but protruding from within 
them was a rudimentary male organ. Originally believ- 
ing she had given birth to a girl, the mother, Mrs. Vergie 
May Pope, said she “cried and cried and cried” when 
she learned little Brenda was a hermaphrodite. In Yon- 
kers, N. Y., Dr. William L. Maraventano, who had per- 
formed 50 sex-changing operations, heard of Brenda’s 
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1 In 1,000 Born Without True Sex 

case and offered to perform an operation free of charge, 
as.the parents did not have travel fare and expenses. 
They, however, agreed to the operation, said, “Boy or 
girl, it does not matter as long as Brenda becomes posi- 
tively one or the other.” 

Almost entirely different from the three previous cases 
was that of Georgia Black of Sanford, Fla., who lived as 
a woman for 30 years, highly respected by both whites 
and Negroes. Exposure of Black’s true sex was made 
when a county physician examined the body. Then, this 
story was told: Georgia Black was born George Cantey 
on a South Carolina farm and raised as a boy. But, 
rebelling against the grueling drudgery of farm work, 
Cantey ran away to Charleston, where he became a house 
servant in a mansion which also employed a homosexual. 
The homosexual invited Cantey to become his “sweet- 
heart,” changing his name, dressing him in women’s 
clothes and coaching him in feminine actions. Hence- 
forth, George Cantey was Georgia Black, married twice 
and the “mother” of a son. 

Although third sex cases have been rarely in the news, 
the late Dr. Hugh Young, a famous Baltimore urologist, 
once said that perhaps one in every 1,000 persons is born 
a pseudo-hermaphrodite. If correct, that means that up- 
wards of 150,000 Americans started life with doubt or 
error over their true sex. 

For those born with doubtful sex, much can be done by 
surgery and other treatments. The cases of Gladys Bent- 
ley and the Chicago woman have proven that science can 
eliminate the third sex. But, it should be explained that 
science cannot completely alter sex. In all these cases, 
one sex was stronger than the other. Science simply 
strengthened one, eliminated the other to return the pa- 
tient to the one sex of their choosing. 

As an Alabama physician said of three cases in which 
he had “changed” boys to girls, “Their sex was just 
physically disguised. It would be impossible to change 
one actual sex into another.” 
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Died: 


Dr. Eugene Perry Roberts, 85, one of New York City’s 
oldest practicing physicians and a founder of the Na- 
tional Urban League; of diseases incident tc old age; in 
his Harlem home. Dr. Roberts was the first Negro ever 
appointed assistant medical examiner in New York. He 
also served as member of the city’s board of education 
and board of health. . . . Alice E. Cole, 89, a charter mem- 
ber of the NAACP; at her home in Washington, D.C. ... 
Mary Eliza Meritt, superintendent of Red Cross Hospital, 
Louisville, Ky.; at her Louisville home. A nurse since 1906, 
Miss Merritt held the Mary Mahoney award given annually 
by the National Association of Colored Graduate Nurses 
for distinguished service. ... Susan Peyton Wortham, 
sister of the late Harlem real estate broker Phillip Pey- 
ton (the Father of Harlem); at Harlem Hospital. 


JOURNALISM 


Interracial Press Club Organized In Atlanta 

An interracial press club was organized in Atlanta, 
with membership representing radio, newspapers, tele- 
vision, magazines, and allied fields. Robert E. Johnson, 
city editor of the Atlanta Daily World, was named presi- 
dent. Robert Brisendine (white), program director of 
radio station WERD, was named vice-president. 


RELIGION 


Lutherans To Open Mixed Church In Milwaukee 

Intended to serve the city’s large Negro population in 
the sixth ward, Milwaukee’s first interracial Lutheran 
church will open its doors on Sunday, Jan. 18. Serving 
as pastor of his first church, the Rev. Bertram Sauer, 
white, will be in the pulpit of St. Philip’s Lutheran Mis- 
sion, formerly a Seventh Day Adventist Church. 
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Worps oF tHe Weex 


Dr. Frederick D. Patterson, presi- 
dent of Tuskegee Institute at a 
meeting of Negro college presidents 
in San Francisco: “Many Negroes 
have felt that there was no point 
in education on the theory that as 
long as they had to be janitors 
anyway, they didn’t need Ph.D.’s. 
Now that attitude is changing.” 


Nat (King) Cole, the singer: “When 
a woman buys a coat she says, 
‘Wrap it up, I’ll take it home.’ When 
she buys a car she says, ‘I’ll take it 
home and wrap it up.’” "Dr. Patterson 


Aubrey Williams, editor of the Southern Farm and Home 
journal, urging an end to discrimination at an interracial 
conference on youth education and racial unity, in Co- 
lumbia, S. C.: “Segregation is the one thing in our way 
of life that simply doesn’t make sense to the majority of 
the world’s people, who are colored. It makes us appear 
as hypocrites.” 


Dick (Night Train) Lane, Los Angeles Rams football star, 
after crashing his car into a Los Angeles lamp post in 
broad daylight: “I guess I was just so tired I fell asleep 
at the wheel.” 


J. Waties Waring, former U.S. Federal judge, to the Omega 
Psi Phi fraternity in Philadelphia: “You must take the 
initiative in recognizing some of the little people as po- 


tential leaders of the Negro race and to help open the — 
doors of leadership to the young men and women of the 


Negro race.” 
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Paige Signs $30,000 Contract With Browns 

Satchel Paige signed a $30,000 contract with the St. 
Louis Browns for the 1953 season and received a gift for 
his four-week-old son, Leroy, Jr., from Mrs. Mary Veeck, 
wife of Browns president Bill Veeck. The gift: a miniature 
Browns uniform complete with rubber-lined rompers and 
the numeral “70” on the back. Veeck said the numerals 
stood for 1970, “the year Satch will retire. Then the boy 
will take over for us.” Said Satch: “He’ll be ready before 
that. I started when I was 17. He should be ready when 
he’s 10.” Paige won 12 and lost 10 last season. 


Althea Gibson Tops Tennis Listing 

Althea Gibson was ranked No. 1 on the women’s singles 
list of the Eastern Lawn Tennis Association, the first time 
a Negro woman has been so honored. 


Five Negroes Make All-Pro Football Team 

Five Negro players were named to the Associated Press 
All-Professional football team. Deacon Dan Towler, Los 
Angeles Rams back who led the National Football League 
in ground gaining, was named to the No. 1 offensive 
squad. Listed on the No. 1 defensive squad were: Len 
Ford, end, and Bill Willis, guard, of the Cleveland Browns; 
Ollie Matson, Chicago Cardinals halfback; and Emlen 
Tunnell, New York Giants halfback. It was Willis’ seventh 
straight year as an all-star selection. 











Towler Matson 
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IBC Sets Gavilan-Davey Title Bout For Feb. 11 

The International Boxing Club formally announced 
that welterweight champion Kid Gavilan and challenger 
Chuck Davey will fight a title bout at Chicago Stadium 
on February 11. Terms: 40% for Gavilan; 20% for Davey. 


Turpin Says He Will Fight ‘Any American’ 

Middleweight boxer Randy Turpin said in London that 
he is willing to fight “any American,” provided it is for 
the vacant world middleweight title. But, he added: “I 
am not interested in any offers that may come from the 
States to fight the winner of the ‘Bobo’ Olso-Norman 
Hayes bout in Boston on February 7.” His manager, 
George Middleton, said, “We are sticking to our ground 
that Turpin is the leading contender for the champion- 
ship.” Turpin held the title briefly in 1951 after upsetting 
Sugar Ray Robinson. The International Boxing Club 
seeks to promote a tournament from which will come the 
new champion. 


Towler Passes For TD In Pro Bowl Game 

Deacon Dan Towler, Los Angeles Rams back—in a sur- 
prise play—passed to San Francisco 49ers star Hugh McEIl- 
henny for a touchdown, as the National Conference beat 
the American Conference 27 to 7 in the third annual Pro 
Bowl game at Los Angeles. Towler also received the George 
Halas trophy for being the outstanding player in the 1951 
game. Outstanding player for the losers: Bill Willis, Cleve- 
land Browns guard. 


Ted Williams Boosts Paige For Hall Of Fame 

Ted Williams, great Boston Red Sox hitter now a cap- 
tain in the United States Marines, said at Los Angeles 
that Satchel Paige, St. Louis Browns relicf pitcher who 
was given a major league chance in the twilight of his 
career, deserves a niche in the Hall of Fame. Paige, one 
of Negro baseball’s greatest performers, was 39 when he 
joined the Indians in 1948. Williams, who was the last 
major leaguer to hit .400 or over, said one of his big thrills 
came when he saw Satch pitch when he (Williams) was 
10 years old. 
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Whitfield Predicts Olympic Win In 1956 


Track star Mal Whitfield, one of trackdom’s “old men” 
at 28, predicted that he will win his third straight Olym- 
pic Games 800-meter title in Australia in 1956. “Not 
only that,” said the former Los Angeles high school star 
who began running in 1941, “but I expect to break the 
world record for the half mile this summer.” Whitfield 
predicted his claims on: 1) the fact that now that he is 
retired from the Air Force he can train properly; and 2) 
new techniques he learned in Europe last summer. 


— 


1 Ex-Boxers Relive Roughhouse Ring Tactics: When re- 
tired middleweight champion Sugar Ray Robinson visited 
former boxer Fritzie Zivic in Pittsburgh on his bartend- 
ing job, the two re-enacted what Ray called Zivic’s rough- 
house ring tactics. Sugar jokingly called Zivic “The 
Dictionary,” referring to his knowledge of questionable 
tactics as the last word in boxing. 











%1 Good As New Ankle: New York Giant baseball star 
Monte Irvin holds his newly-signed $25,000 contract as he 
shows club president Horace Stoneham that his ankle is 
as good as new. Irvin broke his ankle while sliding in 
an exhibition game last April. 


Browns Sign Washington Schoolboy Star 


The St. Louis Browns signed Edward (Moe) Isley, 20- | 


year-old former Washington, D. C., schoolboy pitching 
star, to a contract with their York, Pa., Class-B farm 
club. In three years of high school ball, the diminutive 
(5'614”", 145-pound) right hander won 32 games, includ- 
ing five no-hitters, and lost only once. Last September, 
he out-pitched Don Newcombe, the Army-bound Brook- 
lyn star, in a five-inning exhibition stint. 


IBC Tries To Match Moore, Matthews 

The International Boxing Club offered Harry (Kid) 
Matthews of Seattle either a title or non-title fight with 
light-heavyweight champion Archie Moore in Madison 
Square Garden on February 7 or March 6. But Matthews’ 
manager, Jack Hurley, countered with a request for a 
heavyweight title bout with Rocky Marciano. 
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INSIDE SPORTS 


By A. S. “Doc”? Young 


By and large, fight managers are a much- 
maligned bunch, not a little bit of said malignancy 
blamable to no one but themselves. They are fre- 
quently kicked “square inland” for being too greedy, 
dishonest, unmindful of boxers’ welfare, dumb, and 
prejudiced. Only recently, by an odd example, Frank 
(Blinky) Palermo was raked over the hot coals be- 
cause he sought to get a decent price for the acting 
services of Coley Wallace as the star of The Joe 
Louis Story, a projected movie. 

But, there is at hand a letter from Gil Turner, 
the young Philadelphia welterweight fighter, which 
proves that all fight managers can’t be tossed onto 
a crummy lot. Wrote Gil: 

“Just a few lines to let you know about my 
manager, George Katz, a white man and a fine 
one at that. He is a fight manager who looks 
out for his fighters. 

“He opened up a bank account in my name 
with his own money in case of a ring accident 
and he told me that it is mine if I get hurt in or 
out of the ring. He has already encouraged me 
in buying two apartment houses and a store 
and a house for my mother. I hope you think 
that is a story .. .” 

It is a story. It is out of the form of Joe Louis’ 
rich praise for his trainer, the late Jack Blackburn. 
If more managers were like Katz (or Palermo, who 
certainly did all right for Ike Williams), there 
would be far fewer cases of poverty and scrambled 
brains among ex-pugs. Or is there yet one who won- 
ders how Archie Moore happened to receive only 
$800 in winning the light heavyweight champion- 
ship while Joey Maxim got $100,000? 








57 














Negro Cotton Farmer Wins Top S. C. Prize 

A Negro farmer won the $750 first prize at the annual 
South Carolina state cotton contest for growing nearly 
12 bales of cotton (5,910 lbs.) on only five acres of land. 
It is the first time in the contest’s 26- -year history that 
the top prize went to a Negro. The winner, Bosie Wil- 
liams, an ex-GI of Greenwood County, was the only } 
Negro among the top eight winners. There were 861 con- 
testants. Williams, who mopped his cotton soil with 
molasses poisoning and dusted it to control boll weevils, 
previously won county and district prizes in the same 
contest. 


Ga. Negro Farm Operators Drop 30% In 5 Years 
Georgia lost nearly 30 per cent of its Negro farm op- 

erators between 1945 and 1950, despite the state’s in- 

crease in farm land, reports the Georgia agricultural cen- 


sus. The number of Negroes who quit farming was four 


times greater than that of whites. 


Barthe Finishing Sculpture For Haiti 
Living modestly on his two-and- e 
a-half-acre estate at Ocho Rios in # 
Jamaica, famed sculptor Richmond , 
Barthe is completing the last of his | 
commissions from the Haitian gov- | 
ernment and preparing a full-time |; 
return to his first love, painting. | 
Among the renowned Haitian lib- 
erators he was commissioned to do 
for a $40,000 fee is Toussaint 
L’Ouverture, a bust of whom he 
sculptured to begin his career more 
than 20 years ago. Barthe last year 
moved from his New York flat and . 
bought a home in Jamaica. Richmond Barthe 
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% Marva Louis Spaulding, 
ex-wife of former heavy- 
weight champion Joe Louis, 
was hospitalized for a 
week’s rest at Chicago’s 
Provident Hospital on ad- 
vice of a doctor. Her phy- 
sician husband, Captain 
Albert Spaulding, had just 
been released from the 
Army at Camp Picket, Va. 


% Jim Golliday, Northwest- 
ern University sprinter, was 
inducted into the Army at 
Fort Sheridan, Ill. He holds 
United States and world 
records in 60, 75, and 100- 
yard dashes. 


% Roy Garvin, former gen- 
eral manager for 13 years 
of the Washington Afro- 
American, opened a law of- 
fice in the nation’s capital 
and was admitted to prac- 
tice before the U. S. Su- 
preme Court. 


%* Sarah Vaughan, top Ne- 
gro singer, sailed for Europe 
aboard the French liner 
Liberte on her first tour of 
the continent. She is 
booked in night spots in 
France and England. She 
was accompanied by her 
husband George Treadwell. 


% Eddie Mallory, former 
trumpet-playing band 
leader who gave up his or- 
chestra to sell automobiles, 
is now selling suits in Har- 
lem. 


% Henry Cryer, Big 10 half- 
mile champion from the 
University of Illinois, pre- 
pared for induction into 
the Army on January 20. 


% Kid Gavilan, world wel- 
terweight champion, is 
raising chickens and cattle 
on his farm in Cuba. 


% Herb McKenley, famed 
Olympic track star from 
Jamaica, was offered $2,800 
a year by the Jamaican gov- 
ernment to train and pre- 
pare athletes for the next 
Olympic games. 


% Dr. Ulysses Grant Dailey, 
noted Chicago surgeon will 
sail for India and Pakistan 
on Feb. 2, to give medical 
lectures as a U. S. State 
Department representative. 


% Specs Powell, Hazel 
Scott’s cousin, and drum- 
merman with the Arthur 
Godfrey Talent Scout band, 
is recuperating from a deli- 
cate eye operation. 
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‘ENTERTAINMENT 


Errol Garner Freed Of St. Louis Dope Charge 

Famed jazz pianist Errol Garner was freed of a narcot- 
ics charge in St. Louis city court on a motion to suppress 
the evidence. Narcotics policemen Herman Saunders and 
James Davis said they trapped the musician on New 
Year’s Day smoking marijuana in his Midtown Hotel 
room. The case was thrown out of court because the offi- 
cers did not have a warrant to arrest Garner. Said the 
pianist: “Somebody told them I brought a lot of stuff 
here. But they are wrong, that’s all.” His personal man- 
ager, Martha Glaser of New York, said Garner was the 
victim of a “crank” call to St. Louis police and denied he 
was jailed, bonded or prevented from fulfilling his en- 
gagement at the New Show Bar. 


White, Negro Musicians Merge On West Coast 
Negro musicians in Los Angeles voted, 270 to 127, to 
merge into one union with white players. AFL Musicians 
Union Local 767, an all-Negro unit, approved the merger 
with the all-white union, Local 47. The latter voted for 
the merger last month. The Negro group voted several 
times on the issue before finally deciding to amalgamate. 


New Truman Capote Play To Star Eartha Kitt 

Playwright Truman Capote announced in Rome that he 
is writing a new play in verse that will have an almost 
all-Negro cast. Set in the West Indies, the play will be 
“about life in a house of ill fame or brothel or whatever 
you call these houses with women inmates.” The play 
will probably be called House Of Flowers and will star 
dancer-singer Eartha Kitt. 


Noble Sissle To Play At Ike’s Inaugural Ball 
Bandleader-composer Noble Sissle was selected, along 
with five other famous band leaders and their bands, to 
play at the Inaugural Ball for President-elect Dwight D. 
Eisenhower. Sissle will head a 20-piece group and divide 


his time between dances at the National Guard Armory | 


and Georgetown University gymnasium. 
60 


‘Ors VPOmnwe ot wy 


co 
put 





‘. 

SS 

id 
WwW 
pel 
fi- 
he 
iff 
n- 
he 
he 
n- 


ins 
yer 
for 
ral 
ite. 


ost 

be 
ver 
lay 
tar 


ong 
, to 
} D. 
ride 
Ory 


Negro Bass Sage Wine $7 50 Thebom iovend 

William de : 
Valentine, 25- 
year-old bass 
singer from 
Brooklyn, be- 
came the first 
Negro ever to 
win the Blanche 
Thebom Schol- 
arship Founda- 
tion’s annual 
$750 award. The 
award is given 
annually by the 
Metropolitan 
Opera mezzo- 
soprano to an 
aspiring young 
professional 
singer. Judges 
for the 1952 fi- 
nal auditions 
were Herbert Valentine gets award from Miss Thebom. 
Kupferberg, New York Herald Tribune record reviewer; 
Franz Rupp, distinguished pianist and accompanist for 
Marian Anderson, and Miss Thebom. 


Stepin Fetchit Loses Court Case To Sister 

Movie actor Stepin Fetchit was ordered to pay $1,300 
to his youngest sister, Mrs. Marie Carter, for furniture 
he reportedly removed from her Los Angeles home. Mrs. 
Carter charged in Los Angeles court that Fetchit took 
the furniture from her house after a feud. Meanwhile, 
he answered protests against his projected portrayal of 
pitcher Satchel Paige in a forthcoming film. “I will por- 
tray the role of Satchel Paige not as the many lazy char- 
actered roles that have been written by many Hollywood 
producers for me; but as Satchel Paige is very energetic, 
my portrayal of him will be likewise.” 
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Sugar Ray, Satchmo Open In Chicago Feb. 13 

A new vaudeville package combining the dancing of 
Sugar Ray Robinson and music of Louis Armstrong’s band 
were booked for the Chicago Theater starting Feb. 13 for 
a@ reported $25,000 weekly. Aside from the Satchmo band 
and the retired middleweight champion, who will dance 
and do comedy, the troupe will include three other acts. 
Meanwhile Robinson will appear as a tap-dancing single 
at the Sahara, Las Vegas night club, for two weeks be- 
ginning Jan. 27. 


Billy Rose May Return ‘Porgy’ To Broadway 

Broadway producer Billy Rose began negotiations in 
Europe with the producers of Porgy and Bess to bring the 
Gershwin all-Negro folk opera into his Ziegfeld Theater 
on Broadway in early September. The Porgy revival, a 
tremendous hit in London, is on all the best play lists 
and first on the list of ticket speculators in the British 
capital. 

Lula Reed Called Musical ‘Find Of Year’ 

Lulu Reed, a pretty, 22-year-old 2 
vocalist who was singing in a Port 
Clinton, Ohio, church choir a year 
ago, was acclaimed by recording 
officials and disc jockeys as the 
singing “find of the year.” After 
racking up five successive song hits 
as a vocalist for the Sonny Thomp- 
son band (Drowning My Tears, 
My Story, My Mother’s Prayers), 
Lulu was awarded a gold record of 
each of the five songs she made 
juke box favorites for King Records 1 
and was named “Girl of the Year” “~~ Lulu Reed 
by the Southwest Association of Disc Jockeys. A big 





favorite among the servicemen, at home and abroad, she | 


was voted “Favorite Pinup Girl” by GIs at Fort Smith, 
Ark. Lulu got her big break early in 1952 when she out- 
sang 50 other contestants for the vocal spot with the 
Thompson band in Toledo, Ohio. 
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A Dizzy Gillespie surprised 
his wife Lorraine on her 
birthday with the deed to 
a swank $25,000 home in 
Westchester. 


A Eileen Chance, bass fid- 
dler with Vi Burnside’s all- 
girl ork, is excited about 
returning to Trinidad to 
marry a rich plantation 
owner she met when the 
band played there recent- 
ly. 

A In the home she just 
bought on Long Island, Bil- 
lie Holiday is installing a 
$27,000 recording studio 
where she can make rec- 
ords. 

A Sexy shake dancer Eliz- 
abeth “China Doll” Dicker- 
son goes to Paris next 
month where she will head- 
line a big French show. 
From there she will tour 
the Army bases. 

A Betty Haynes, last seen 
in Anna Lucasta, and Sam- 
my Lowe, trumpet man 
with Erskine Hawkins’ ork, 
are a “just married” couple. 


A The Oscar Pettifords are 
not enjoying a happy mar- 
ried life, their friends hint. 
He is the jazz bass fiddler; 
she’s an ofay modiste. 

A Each member of the 
Omega Psi Phi fraternity is 
being taxed $100 to help 
raise $1 million to build frat 
houses in ten leading cities. 
A They say that orders to 
hire Noble Sissle’s ork to 
play at the Inauguration 
Ball came direct from Ike’s 
headquarters. President- 
elect Eisenhower had first 
heard Noble play in Paris 
when the latter was a World 
War I GI. 

A Idessa Malone is selling 
her Staff Record firm in 
Detroit and joining King 
records in Cincinnati. 

A Shake dancer Rose Har- 
daway created quite a scene 
backstage at the Para- 
mount Theater when she 
read her mind to a former 
boy friend, who already has 
enough woman trouble with 
his wife via the courts. 
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Lorraine Gillespie 


A Benny Goodman is mak- 
ing plans to set up a 
Fletcher Henderson schol- 
arship at Atlanta Univer- 
sity in memory of the late 
arranger who helped him 
to become ‘‘Mr. Swing.”’ 
Fletcher was an Atlanta U. 
graduate and was buried in 
Georgia. 

A Larue Jordan, pianist 
with the Joe Holiday ork, is 
a topnotch commercial ar- 
tist. His murals adorn the 
walls of more than fifty 
night clubs. 

A Most pathetic sight 
around town is ex-fighter 
Billy Fox, who twice fought 
for the light-heavy crown. 
Broke, though he earned 
over $100,000 in his career, 
Fox has to seek handouts 
for room and board from 
ring pals. 
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Billie Holiday 





Mabel Fairbanks 


A Patricia Roberts, pretty 
assistant director of the 
American Council on Hu- 
man Rights is thinking of 
resigning and taking a po- 
sition with a national firm 
as personnel director. 


A His pretty wife, Beatrice, 
was the cause of Willie Ma- 
bon writing the hit tune 
I Don’t Know. 
was her standard answer 
to his question of: ‘““Where’s 
my cuff links.” 


A New owner of Philly’s 
Attucks Hotel is Catherine 
Jones, who sold her Postal 
Card cafe there. She is 
adding 50 additional rooms. 


A Jockey Jack Gibson gave 
up his Louisville, Ky., disc 
jockey job and is now pro- 
gram director of Miami’s 
newest station, WMOM. 


Says that | 
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Harriet Pettiford 


A Whenever Sarah Vaugh- 
an wraps that fabulous 
mink coat around her that 
hubby George Treadwell 
Christmas-gifted her with, 
crowds just stop and stare. 
It’s made up of a special 
kind of mink that cost 
George plenty. 


A Comic Dusty Fletcher 
and dancer Pegleg Bates 
are proudly showing off 
their 200-lb. deer they shot 
at the latter’s 100-acre 
hunting lodge in the Cats- 
kill Mountains. 


A If any chorus gals want 
to dance at Atlantic City’s 
Club Harlem this summer, 
they will have to learn how 
to ice skate. Owner Leroy 
Williams will install an ice 
revue featuring Mabel Fair- 
banks, the sepia Sonja 
Henie. 


Dusty Fletcher 





Liz Dickerson 


A Before bandleader Jim- 
my Tyler signed Mimi 
Lynch as vocalist, her 
mother in Rocky Mt., N.C., 
made him agree to see that 
her daughter was in bed 
every night at midnight. 
Mimi is 18 and pretty, too. 


A Edith Young’s charges 
of bigamy against her ex- 
hubby, Trummie, trombon- 
ist with Louis Armstrong’s 
ork, are not true, he says. 
He tells friends that he got 
a divorce in Honolulu be- 
fore he married a Japanese 
gal. 


A More than 15,000 soldiers 
at Camp Kilmer, N. J., wit- 
nessed the wedding of 
beautician Catherine Evans 
and Sgt. Alvin Jackson, 
voted most popular guy in 
camp. 

—MAJOR ROBINSON 
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e@ JaZzZ 
Singer 
The 1953 version 
of The Jazz Singer, 
suggested by War- 
ner Brothers’ pio- 
neer talking movie 
of the same name 
which starred Al 
Jolson back in 1927, 
is an entirely new 
story, which has 
eliminated the ob- 
noxious blackface 
routine. The boy in " 
the story is an Air Alex Gerry, Danny Thomas, Peggy Lee 
Force sergeant, (Danny Thomas) who discovers while 
fighting in Korea that he has talent as an entertainer. 
The girl is a USO worker (Peggy Lee) who meets and 
falls in love with Thomas while in the Orient. Heart- 
break comes when Thomas returns to America deter- 
















mined to be a star and clashes with his orthodox Jewish | 


family which has already decided that he is to be a 
cantor (singer) in the synagogue—as was his father. In 
his second romantic role, Thomas turns in a rich and 
honest performance. 


pe Ooo aG oe eBOoODpDOoOaeBeBoaeaaeaaa sa 
Week’s Radio-TV Preview 

The Bethune-Cookman College Choir on Negro College 
Choirs (Sunday, Jan. 18, at 9:30 a.m. EST) on ABC radio. 
Nat (King) Cole on the Red Skelton Show (Sunday, Jan. 
18, at 7 p.m. EST) on NBC television. 

Nat (King) Cole on the Charlie McCarthy Show (Sunday, 
Jan. 18, at 8 p.m. EST) on CBS radio. 

Kid Gavilan vs. Vic Cardell in a 10-round boxing match 
(Wednesday, Jan. 21, at 10 p.m. EST) on CBS television. 
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Newest fashion 
ideas in playclothes 
and swim suits 
have been bor- 
rowed from the na- 
tive costumes of 
Africa’s Gold Coast 
inhabitants and 
transported to 
America by top- 
flight designer Car- 
olyn Shnurer. Such 
popular designs as 
African daisies, 
ferns and animals 
have been incor- 
porated into bright} 
cotton prints as} 
shown here. (See} 
“Modern Living.”) j 








